
Using Technology t o Mot ivat e and Engage St udent s:  
Blogs & E- mail in t he Classr oom 

 

I nt roduct ion 

The f ollowing st udy was conduct ed by Melissa Noack, a Visual Art s t eacher 

at  Yarmout h High School in Yarmout h, Maine. I  have been t eaching Art  f or t he 

past  t en years . Yarmout h High School is a re lat ively small school, wit h lit t le 

economic and racial diver sit y; it  is a high school of  approximat ely 500 st udent s. As 

part  of  t he graduat ion requirement , st udent s must  earn one credit  of  

Visual/ Perf orming Art s. This can be accomplished t hrough enro lling in a music 

course or a visual art s course. 

I  am a Visual Art s Teacher,  who t eaches severa l Art  courses at  Yarmout h 

High School including, Foundat ions in Art , Graphic Design, Clay, Sculpt ure, and 

Black & Whit e Phot ography levels One, Two, and Three. The f ocus of  t he dat a f or 

t his st udy comes prim ari ly f rom t he st udent s in t he Foundat ions in Ar t s Class. This 

is a class of  approximat ely t went y st udent s, het erogeneously grouped by grades, 

nine t hrough t welve, and by abil it y level. Foundat ions in Art  is a year long, 

int roduct ory  course; st udent s learn a varie t y of  art ist ic skil ls, media, and 

t echniques. I n addit ion t o art  making, st udent s learn how use t he language of  art  t o 

discuss, analyze, and re f lect  on t heir work and t he work of  ot hers . The 



Foundat ions in Art s class has t hree sect ions of  st udent s, t aught  by t hree 

dif f erent  t eachers . 

St udent s in t he Foundat ions in Art s class are  requir ed t o keep a sket chbook; 

t hey are  assigned weekly or biweekly homework assignment s, re lat ed t o what  t hey 

are  doing in class. The ot her Art  t eachers  and I  have been concer ned about  t he 

st udent sÕ mot ivat ion in complet ing t his wor k, as well as t he qualit y and t imeliness of  

it . At  t he beginning of  t he year,  we all decided t o invest igat e ways t hat  might  

increase t he qualit y, ownership, and t imeliness of  t he st udent sÕ sket chbook. We all 

t ook slight ly dif f erent  perspect ives in addressing t his problem. Specif ically, I  was 

int erest ed in knowing if  t here  was a corre lat ion bet ween st udent  mot ivat ion, 

t imeliness, and qualit y of  st udent  work,  including sket chbook assignment s, t o 

inst ruc t ional st rat egies t hat  incorporat ed t he use of  t echnology. The quest ions f or  

my st udy included t he f ollowing: ÒHow does t he use of  blogs, as a re f lect ive t ool, 

impact  st udent  engagement  and mot ivat ion? I n what  ways does communicat ing wit h 

st udent s via e-mail  mot ivat e st udent s t o complet e work on t ime and t o produce 

higher qualit y work?  How does using blogs t o document  progress of  st udent  work  

mot ivat e st udent s t o do higher qualit y weekly, sket chbook drawings and in-class 

work? Ó 



Unt il  t his year,  2006-2007, I  had been t he sole t eacher of  t he Foundat ions 

in Art s class. Over t he past  eight  years , I  have made some progress in making t he 

sket chbook assignment s mor e meaningf ul t o st udent s. I  have, incr ement ally, made 

small changes in t his aspect  of  t he curric ulum, prim ari ly based on st udent  

f eedback. Alt hough t his had been helpf ul, I  was missing t he piece of  collaborat ing 

wit h colleagues about  my challenge, because unt il  t his year,  t he Òsket chbook  

challengeÓ was unique t o t he Foundat ions in Art s class. I n addit ion t o t he 

Òsket chbook challengeÓ, however,  I  have always been int ere st ed in learn ing and 

unders t anding how t o use vario us inst ruc t ional st ra t egies t o mot ivat e and engage 

st udent s. This is a concept  t hat  has and cont inues t o be in t he f or ef ront  of  my 

mind and essent ial t o me as long as I  t each. I n ord er t o cont inue t o improve 

inst ruc t ional st rat egies in t he classroom, I  cont inuously re f lect  on my t eaching, 

involve st udent s in t he assessment  process, receive a varie t y of  f eedback f rom my 

st udent s and colleagues, as well as cont inue t o do researc h and t ake courses on t his 

concept . The researc h complet ed in t his st udy has been a highly meaningf ul and 

st ruc t ured way f or  me t o collect  dat a, re f lect  on t he problem, share  and discuss 

wit h my colleagues, and t o document  and learn more  about  t his t eaching challenge. 

 

 



This year,  as previously st at ed, t he ot her t wo Art  Teachers  and I  decided t o 

make a concert ed ef f ort  t o invest igat e ways t hat  would mot ivat e ALL st udent s t o 

produce higher qualit y sket chbook assignment s, t o do t hem on t ime, and t o value 

t he process. My specif ic int ent ion was t o not  only improve t he qualit y and 

ownership of  t he sket chbook, but  also t he qualit y and ownership of  t he in-class 

work by incorporat ing t he use of  t echnology t o increase st udent  engagement  and 

mot ivat ion. I  narro wed t he Òincorporat ion of  t echnologyÓ concept  down t o t he use 

of  st udent  blogs and use of  e-mail  as a means of  communicat ion, in hopes t o engage 

and mot ivat e st udent s.  

Descrip t ion of  t he Researc h Process 

As I  began t o t hink about  gat herin g dat a, I  held t wo key concept s in my mind 

t hat  I  learned f rom t he lit erat ure review I  previously conduct ed. Firs t , f r om Mark  

PrenskyÕs art icle, ÒList en t o t he Nat ivesÓ, (2005/ 2006) Prensky explains t hat  

t eachers  must  make st udent  engagement , not  cont ent , a prio rit y t o mot ivat e t he 

21st  cent ury  learners . By list ening t o st udent sÕ needs and involving st udent s in t he 

decision-making process, t eachers  wil l cont inue t o be leader s/ f acil it at ors  of  

classroom discussion. Teachers  do not  need t o mast er all of  t he t echnologies; t hey 

need t o t ake cues f rom t heir st udent s, be wil ling t o learn along side of  t heir  



st udent s, and f ind ways t o incorporat e int o discussions inf ormat ion and knowledge 

t hat  t heir st udent s acquire  out side t he classroom (Pre nsky, 2006).  

Next , t he book, Blogs, Wikis , Podcast s, and Ot her Powerf ul Web Tools f or  

Classrooms, by Wil l Richard son, is about  connect ions, collaborat ions, and 

conversat ions t hat  new Òcool t oolsÓ of  t he Web are  allowing educat ors  t o creat e 

t hrough t he use of  t echnology (Richard son, 2006). He point s out  t hat  educat ors  

need not  be expert s in t he f ield of  t echnology; t hey need t o be creat ive and have 

ideas and a vision of  how simple publicat ion t ools might  impact  st udent  learn ing and 

mot ivat ion in t he classroom. 

Wit h t hese ideas in mind, I  decided t o f ocus my dat a collect ion around t wo 

t hemes re lat ing t o t echnology and mot ivat ing st udent s: e-mail ing and blogging. Bot h 

of  t hese st ra t egies highlight  t he import ant  concept s f rom t he Prensky art icle and 

t he Wil l Richard sonÕs book. As a t eacher,  I  believe it  is essent ial t hat  I  keep up t o 

dat e wit h t he curre nt  t echnology while simult aneously having a vision on how t o 

creat ively incorporat e it  int o a meaningf ul and engaging experie nce f or st udent s. 

At  t he beginning of  t he year,  t he Foundat ions in Art  st udent s creat ed a web 

log (blog), host ed by Learner Blogs. Each st udent  creat ed t heir own blog page f or  

t he purpose of  document ing t heir work t o see progress and growt h over t ime. The 

ÒworkÓ is bot h in writ t en and visual f orm. Some of  t he samples of  writ ing are  



re f lect ions of  t heir work,  while t he visual work is bot h in-class work and samples of  

sket chbook assignment s. Perio dically, I  phot ographed t he st udent  work,  saved it  t o 

a f older on e-mail , and t hen t he st udent s post ed it  on t heir blog page. I  creat ed a 

t eacher blog page t hat  links t o all of  t he st udent  blogs. My blog page is host ed by 

Edublogs.org . This is prim aril y an educat or web host  server.  Please click t he 

f ollowing link t o view t he sit e: http:/ / yhsart.edublogs.org/ , t hen click on any 

st udent  name t o t he ri ght  under t he t it le, ÒFoundat ions in Art  St udent  BlogsÓ. On 

t he t eacher blog page, I  post  many prompt s, quest ions, and/ or writ t en crit iques f or  

t he st udent s t o answer.  By t he end of  t he year,  t he st udent s wil l have a collect ion 

of  not  only t he progress of  t heir visual work,  but  also progress of  t he r ef lect ive 

writ ing t hat  t hey have complet ed. 

I n ord er t o keep t rack of  t he st udent  r esponses and t o be able t o give t hem 

meaningf ul f eedback about  t heir art work and writ t en responses, st udent s respond 

t o t he quest ions/ prompt s t hat  are  on my blog page in a word  processing document  

f irs t , bef ore  post ing it  on t heir blog page. This enables me t o be sure t hat  all 

st udent s are  complet ing t his work on t ime, as well as f or me t o encourage t hem t o 

proof read and edit  t heir answers  as necessary . I  cont inuously remind st udent s 

about  t he import ance of  checking t heir work,  especially since t heir work  can be 



viewed by t he worl d at  large. This is mot ivat ing t o most  st udent s; many of  t hem 

are  concerned about  how t hey sound on t he I nt ernet . 

Anot her met hod of  collect ing dat a is t he use of  e-mail . Throughout  f all 

2006, I  set  up a mail  list  f or t he Foundat ions st udent s on our school e-mail . I  did 

t his by creat ing a f ile t it led, FI A, st anding f or Foundat ions in Art . Next , I  t yped in 

all of  t he names of  t he st udent s in t he class. Every  t ime I  want ed t o e-mail  

st udent s, I  only needed t o t ype in FI A. At  f irs t , I  began t o e-mail  t he st udent s t o 

remind t hem about  sket chbook assignment  due dat es. Af t er such posit ive 

responses f rom st udent s, by earl y December,  I  soon began t o e-mail  st udent s 

dire ct ly t o re -cap what  was said or done in class, t o look ahead and provide t hem 

wit h an agenda of  upcoming classes, and t o remind t hem about  t he cri t eria  of  t he 

sket chbook assignment , as well as it s due dat e. Please see f igure  1 in t he appendix  

f or a sampling of  e-mails t hat  I  sent  t o st udent s. 

As a dif f ere nt  means of  collect ing dat a, I  used sound f iles t hat  I  creat ed 

wit h st udent s last  f all. St udent s had been using t heir  blog page f or a short  t ime 

when I  audio-t aped t hem in response t o a couple of  dire ct ed quest ions. Using my 

ipod and a microphone I  recor ded t heir answers . I  uploaded t he sound f iles t o my 

comput er,  decreased t he f ile size, and changed it  int o t he corre ct  f ormat  so t hat  

it  could be displayed on-line; f inally, I  published t he sound f iles ont o my web page.  



The st ruc t ure f or t his process was as f ollows. I  organized t he st udent s int o 

groups of  f our and gave t hem t he f ollowing prompt s: ÒHow does using blogs impact  

your learn ing?Ó and ÒHow does using blogs mot ivat e you t o produce bet t er work? Ó 

I ndividually, st udent s wrot e down t heir own answers  t o t he prompt  on not e card s. 

As a t able group, st udent s discussed and shared t heir answers . As a small group, 

t hey condensed t heir answers  int o a f ew succinct  st at ement s. The st udent s chose 

a spokesperson f or each small group who would t hen record  t he groupsÕ answers  on 

my ipod.  

When I  list ened int ent ly t o t he dat a, I  not  only heard  t he st udent sÕ answers , 

but  I  also compared what  t hey said wit h t he growt h and/ or improvement  in t heir  

work on t heir blog page. To list en t o t hese sound f iles please visit  t he f ollowing 

link: 

ht tp:/ / hs.yarmouth.k12.me.us/ Pages/ YSD_YHSTeachers/ YSD_YHSMENo/ noack0607/ podcast.htm 

 

I n Earl y Marc h 2007, af t er having a f air amount  of  int eract ions wit h t heir 

blog page, I  surveyed t he st udent s. I  creat ed an on-line survey of  which t hey t ook 

during class. I  pre f aced t he survey by saying t hat  I  would be using t he result s of  

t he survey f or a couple of  dif f er ent  purposes. Firs t , I  explained t hat  I  was 

conduct ing researc h and t his was part  of  my dat a collect ion. Secondly, I  f r equent ly 

ask st udent s f or f eedback and use t heir responses t o improve and inf orm my 



inst ruc t ion. I  asked t he st udent s t o be honest  and t hought f ul in response t o t he 

quest ions and st at ement s on t he survey. The st udent s wer e asked t o re spond t o a 

serie s of  st at ement s surro unding t he use of  dif f er ent  inst ruc t ional st ra t egies t hat  

incorporat ed t he use of  t echnology, specif ically t he blog and t he use of  e-mail . 

Af t er t he st udent s complet ed t his survey, I  was able t o disaggregat e t he 

dat a by f ormat t ing t heir answers  int o pie graphs. See appendix  2 in t he appendix . I  

also asked t he st udent s t o re spond, using short  answers , t o t wo dir ect ed quest ions. 

See appendix  2, sect ion 3 f or t he quest ions and re sult s. Finally, I  cont rast ed 

survey re sult s t o t he inst ruc t ional st rat egies used and st udent  work t o see what  

t rends and/ or pat t erns were  evident . 

Analysis of  t he Dat a 

 There  are  a f ew genera l t hemes t hat  emerged as a result  of  t he dat a 

collect ion. When reviewing all of  t he researc h t ools and met hodology, overa ll, 

st udent s said t hat  consist ent  e-mail  reminders  of  due dat es and crit eria  of  t he 

assignment , not  only mot ivat ed t hem t o complet e work on t ime, but  also encouraged 

t hem t o produce higher qualit y work.  Knowing t heir work would be published on-line 

was also a cont ri but ing f act or t hat  led st udent s t o produce higher qualit y work.  

Finally, by keeping an on-line j ournal, st udent s f elt  t hat  t he blog was a good and 

organized way f or t hem t o see and document  t heir progress over t ime. Examples of  



st udent  blogs can be viewed by visit ing t he f ollowing link. On t he rig ht  of  t he page, 

click a name under t he t it le, ÒFoundat ions in Art  St udent  BlogsÓ. 

http:/ / yhsart.edublogs.org/  

Af t er looking closer at  each dat a set , I  concluded t hat  t he above f eelings 

and f irs t  react ions t o t he dat a were  validat ed. By list ening t o t he sound f iles t hat  

were  recor ded in Oct ober 2007, st udent s in genera l, were  mot ivat ed t o produce 

higher qualit y work and writ ing t hrough t he use of  blogs. They f elt  t hat  because 

t he work is public and t he blog it self  is a good and organized way f or  t hem t o 

re f lect  on t heir learn ing, t hey wer e mor e mot ivat ed t o produce higher qualit y work.   

Some st udent s f elt  t hat  because t he blog is a visual j ournal, it  helped t hem t o look 

at  t heir work and compare  it  t o t he crit eria  of  t he assignment  in ord er t o help 

t hem see areas of  st rengt hs and areas in which t hey could improve. Some st udent s 

also st at ed t hat  because t he blog is public, st udent s have access t o each ot herÕs 

work and can t here f ore  see how ot her st udent s are  successf ul and can help 

individual st udent s t o improve t heir own work.  Anot her  st udent  explained t hat  

Blogs are  a good way f or st udent s t o have int egrit y and be Òhonest Ó, because t he 

work is public. To list en t o t hese sound f iles please visit  t he f ollowing link: 

ht tp:/ / hs.yarmouth.k12.me.us/ Pages/ YSD_YHSTeachers/ YSD_YHSMENo/ noack0607/ podcast.htm 

Alt hough only 3 dif f erent  st udent  voices were  record ed, I  believe t his dat a 

is a good represent at ion of  t he whole class. The class was divided int o groups; t he 



small groups had a discussion based on t he quest ions in which I  asked t hem t o 

respond. Af t er f ollowing a st ruc t ured discussion, st udent s came t o an agreed 

response t hat  represent ed t heir opinions. Finally, t hey chose one person t o be a 

spokesper son f or t he group.  

From t his dat a set , I  learned a f ew dif f erent  t hings; some t hat  surpris ed 

me, ot hers  t hat  j ust  validat ed my assumpt ions. I  learned t hat  because t he t wo 

quest ions I  asked, : ÒHow does using blogs impact  your learn ing?Ó and ÒHow does 

using blogs mot ivat e you t o produce bet t er  work? Ó were  specif ic enough, but  broad 

enough t o encompass dif f erin g perspect ives, st udent s were  able t o clearl y 

art iculat e t heir responses. I n addit ion, or ganizing st udent s int o small groups and 

asking t hem t o individually writ e t heir own t hought s on not e card s bef ore  engaging 

in a discussion, was a posit ive f act or in t he qualit y of  responses. I  t hought  t he 

st udent s would be mot ivat ed by t he blog t o produce higher qualit y work and saw it  

as an ef f ect ive way t o document  progress over t ime, but  I  did not  ant icipat e some 

of  t he ot her answers  t hat  t hey provided f or me. One group said t hat  t hey liked 

t he blog because t hey could see ot her st udent sÕ work and/ or  answer s t o t he 

prompt s and in t urn could see how t hey could improve t heir own work . The ot her  

response t hat  surpris ed me was one groupÕs discussion of  t he concept  of  honest y. 

They t hought  t he blog kept  t hem honest , because t he work and t he writ t en 



inf ormat ion wer e bot h visib le. I n ot her word s, t he st udent s were  not  t alking in 

t heory . Finally, all t he groups responded posit ively about  how t he blog helps t hem 

t o re f lect  and improve t heir work.  Alt hough t his was not  surpris ing t o me, t he 

number of  st udent s who agreed and support ed t his concept  did. I n t he past , 

st udent s have not  always been Òbig f ansÓ or have seen t he meaning f or re f lect ing 

on t heir work.  This was not  only int erest ing f or me, but  encouraging as well! 

 The act ual blogs (st udent  art  work and writ ing) provide sound and r eliable 

dat a in response t o my researc h quest ions on many levels. Af t er looking closer at  a 

ÒsliceÓ of  st udent  work,  I  discovere d many reoccurrin g t hemes, which also validat es 

t he int uit ions st at ed earl ier.  Below is a list  of  f our st udent s whose work  

represent s 25% of  t he class. I  chose t his cross-sect ion of  st udent s based on 

dif f erin g abil it y levels and experie nce in ar t . 

ht tp:/ / yhsar tf iaeliza.learnerblogs.org/  

ht tp:/ / yhsar tf ialisa.learnerblogs.org/  

ht tp:/ / yhsar tf iamike.learnerblogs.org/  

ht tp:/ / yhsar tf iadan1.learnerblogs.org/  

Through care f ul analysis of  t heir blogs, t he ar t work and t he writ ing, I  

not iced t hat  most  of  t he st udent s have shown signif icant  improvement  in t heir  

art work and are  able t o art iculat e t his in writ ing; what  t he st udent s say mat ches 

t he art work.  All of  t he st udent s are  using t he language of  art  in a coherent  and 

meaningf ul way. The st udent sÕ honest , t horough, and t hought f ul answers  t o t he 



prompt s and t he ar t  work it self , are  clear evidence of  t he st udent sÕ under st anding 

of  t he learn ing obj ect ives. Specif ically, st udent s expressed t hat  t hey see 

improvement s in t heir art work since t he beginning of  t he year,  especially in t he 

way t hat  t hey are  using value and line vari at ion. Some st udent s could also see t he 

closer at t ent ion t o det ail  in t heir work as compared t o t he work t hat  was creat ed 

earl ier in t he year.  Some of  t he st udent s also can see and unders t and t he 

cor re lat ion bet ween t ime spent  and qualit y of  work;  bot h t he experie nced and 

inexperie nced st udent s not iced t his.  

I  am always impressed when I  look at  and read t he qualit y of  work post ed on 

t he blogs. I , t oo, f ind it  a f ascinat ing and engaging way t o view pr ogress over t ime. 

I  genera lly post  a f air amount  of  st udent  work on my web page (view t his here : 

ht tp:/ / hs.yarmouth.k12.me.us/ Pages/ YSD_YHSTeachers/ YSD_YHSMENo/ noack0607/ noackhome.htm) 

 However,  t he dif f er ence is t hat  t he blog t rul y organizes each individualÕs st udent  

work and his writ ing over t ime. I  have been quit e impressed wit h t he art s 

vocabulary  t hat  t he st udent s have and are using. The st udent s are  not  only very  

re f lect ive and art iculat e about  t heir learning, t hey are  using t he language of  ar t  

corre ct ly t o help t hem t o describ e and explain t heir work.  Af t er  visit ing t he blogs 

severa l t imes, I  realize how powerf ul t he t ool is f or many st udent s on many levels, 

bot h in wri t ing and t hrough t he ar t work.  St udent s are  responding t o my prompt s, 



which somet imes asks t hem t o r ef lect  specif ically on part icular cont ent  or 

t echniques, and ot her t imes t he prompt s ask t hem t o compare  a work in progress 

t o t he f inal f inished product . I n addit ion, st udent s are  also asked how t hey have 

used cert ain t echniques or media in t heir art work,  while ot her t imes t hey are  

asked t o discuss t heir t hought  process, dif f icult ies and/ or challenges. Because t his 

writ ing is post ed on t he blog, it  is much more  t hought f ul and t horough t han what  I  

have experie nced in t he past  years . I n t he past , I  used t o provide each st udent  

wit h a hard  copy of  t he quest ions t o which t hey needed t o re spond. St udent s would 

answer t he quest ions by hand writ ing responses. The qualit y of  responses was much 

less t horough and t hought f ul, not  t o ment ion very  dif f icult  f or me t o read!  

 Curre nt ly, st udent s not  only post  t heir responses t o t he prompt s on t heir 

blog page, but  t hey also pass in a hard  copy t o me, along wit h a port f olio of  t he 

act ual ar t work.  This process of  requirin g a prin t ed hard  copy of  t he writ t en 

responses is not  somet hing t hat  I  have done f r om t he beginning; however,  I  

realized in or der t o provide st udent s wit h meaningf ul f eedback, I  needed a har d 

copy on which t o writ e. I n addit ion, I  f ound t hat  keeping t rack of  what  st udent s 

post ed on t heir blog page was/ is a dif f icult  t ask. Some st udent s are  missing some 

of  t he post s t hat  should be included on t he blog. Ot her st udent s did not  f ormat  

t he post s corre ct ly so t here  are  repeat s in post s and/ or t he siz ing of  some of  t he 



art work is incorre ct . There  are  also some problems wit h t ypos and misspellings on 

some of  t he st udent sÕ post s; st udent s are  supposed t o writ e t he post s in a wor d 

processing document , edit  and spell check, bef ore  post ing on t heir blog. For most  

st udent s, because t he page is public, t hey are  mot ivat ed t o proof read and edit  

t heir work,  however,  t his is not  always t he case. Curre nt ly, I  do not  hold st udent s 

account able f or any work t hat  has not  been post ed. The account abil it y issue is 

somet hing t hat  I  need t o addre ss and give more  t hought  f or next  yearÕs st udent s. 

On a dif f erent  level, one in which concerns t imeliness of  assignment s, I  

not iced a signif icant  decrease in t he number of  st udent s who were  passing in lat e 

work.  I  compared my record  book wit h when I  began consist ent ly sending out  class 

e-mails t o st udent s and I  f ound t hat  f rom Sept ember t o earl y December,  15 

st udent s (some repeat s) had t urned in assignment s lat e. From earl y December  t o 

t he present , I  began consist ent ly reminding st udent s about  deadlines via e-mails. 

Only f our assignment s have been t urned in lat e. I n addit ion, 100% of  t he st udent s 

read my e-mails; I  f requent ly check t he hist ory  on my e-mail . Please see f igure 1 in 

t he appendix  t o see a sample of  some of  t he e-mails t hat  I  have sent  t o st udent s. I  

was happily surpris ed t hat  t his simple t echnique of  e-mail ing st udent s t o remind 

t hem about  due dat es was so ef f ect ive. Taking t he ext ra  couple of  minut es t o t ype 

e-mails was well wort h it . When I  began t o add  ÒrecappingÓ t he class and including 



upcoming agenda it ems t o t he e-mails, I  r ealized t hat  t his st ra t egy alone was a 

really good way f or me t o re f lect  on what  I  do. I t  also has helped t o keep me 

organized and plan more  ef f ect ively.  

Because st udent s use e-mail  f requent ly and consist ent ly, I  know t hat  t he 

st udent s wil l receive my e-mails. This t ool has also been a powerf ul communicat ion 

t ool on a dif f erent l level. Because t he st udent s know t hat  I  use e-mail  t o 

communicat e wit h t hem, t he st udent s also use it  t o communicat e wit h me. This has 

been very  benef icial in many ways; it  has helped st udent s t o be r esponsible and 

account able. St udent s know t hat  t hey can e-mail  me t o f ind out  what  assignment s 

need t o be complet e if  t hey are  sick. They also can t ouch base wit h me if  t hey are 

out  f or an ext ended t ime and/ or have quest ions about  an assignment . St udent s 

know t hat  I  wil l respond t o t heir e-mails in a t imely manner.  They also know t hat  I  

wil l check t he hist ory  in my e-mail  t o see t hat  t hey have read it . 

Finally, I  surveyed t he st udent s mid-Marc h t o ident if y what  st rat egies I  use 

are  t he most  mot ivat ing t o t hem in producing higher qualit y art work and writ ing. 

Please see t he result s in appendix  2, sect ions 1, 2 and 3, in t he appendix . I t  was 

int erest ing t o see t hat  eight y perc ent  of  t he st udent s f elt  t hat  using t he blog was 

mot ivat ing t o t hem in producing high qualit y writ ing, knowing it  would be published 

on t he I nt ernet , wher e as six t y perc ent  of  t he st udent s f elt  it  was mot ivat ing t o 



produce high qualit y art work,  knowing it  would be published on t he I nt ernet . I  was 

a bit  surpris ed t hat  t he result s t o t his quest ion wer e not  higher based on t he 

act ual st udent  work locat ed on t he blogs. There  are  ot her  mot ivat ing f act ors , 

int rin sically based, f or doing high qualit y work.  St udent s expressed t his in t heir 

writ t en responses. Please see appendix  2, sect ion 2 in t he appendix . 

Not  surpris ingly, based on previous dat a collect ed, ninet y-t hree perc ent  of  

st udent s f elt  t hat  my f requent  e-mail  reminder s wer e dir ect ly re lat ed t o t he 

st udent s complet ing t heir work on t ime; sixt y perc ent  of  st udent s st rongly agreed 

wit h t his. Sixt y-six perc ent  of  st udent s believed t hat  f requent  e-mail  reminders  

mot ivat ed t hem t o produce higher qualit y work.  Only f ort y perc ent  of  st udent s 

f elt  t hat  knowing t heir parent s could see t heir work on-line mot ivat ed t hem t o 

produce high qualit y work.  About  f if t y perc ent  of  st udent s f elt  t hat  knowing peers  

could see t heir work on-line mot ivat ed t hem t o produce high qualit y work.  Sevent y-

t hree perc ent  of  st udent s believed t hat  keeping an on-line j ournal (a blog) is a 

meaningf ul way f or  t hem t o see and document  progress over  t ime. I n a quest ion 

word ed in a dif f erent  way, six t y-seven perc ent  of  t he st udent s believed it  was 

mot ivat ing t o produce high qualit y work knowing t hat  t heir work was published on-

line. 



Af t er sif t ing t hrough all of  t his dat a and especially af t er looking t hrough 

t he Foundat ions in Art  st udent  blogs, I  believe st rongly in t he use of  blogging and 

e-mail ing as a means t o help engage and mot ivat e st udent s t o produce higher 

qualit y work.  I n t he next  sect ion, I  wil l explain t he plan of  act ion t hat  I  have 

already t aken and wil l discuss ideas and st r at egies t hat  I  wil l adapt , change, and/ or 

modif y t o use wit h st udent s in t he f ut ure. 

Act ion Plan 

 Throughout  t he past  f ew mont hs, as a result  of  conduct ing t his researc h, I  

have already begun t o change my pract ice by implement ing import ant  concept s t hat  

I  have learned. There  are  severa l component s t hat  I  need t o cont inue t o change 

and/ or modif y in or der t o cont inue t o improve and solidif y t hese concept s. Many of  

t he ideas and essent ial knowledge t hat  I  learned are  dire ct ly re lat ed t o 

organizat ion. There  is a f air amount  of  re -organizing and rest ruc t uring in t he way 

t hat  I  int roduce and employ t he concept s of  using e-mail  as a powerf ul means of  

communicat ion wit h st udent s, as well as t he meaningf ul use of  blogs wit h st udent s.  

When I  received such posit ive f eedback f rom t he st udent s wit h regard s t o 

e-mail ing t hem as a reminder about  due dat es, I  immediat ely began using t his 

st ra t egy on a consist ent  basis. A nat ural t ransit ion f or me was t o also use e-mail  as 

a vehicle t o provide st udent s wit h a summary of  t he key concept s or main ideas 



f rom t he dayÕs class. I n addit ion, I  began t o use e-mail  so t hat  I  could make an 

agenda available t o st udent s f or upcoming classes. For some t ime, I  have been 

aware  of  st udent s using e-mail  f requent ly and consist ent ly t o communicat e wit h 

each ot her.  However,  unt il  t his year,  as a t eacher,  I  have not  been included in t he 

st udent sÕ means of  using e-mail  as a powerf ul t ool of  communicat ion. I  keep 

rememberin g Mark PrenskyÕs art icle, ÒList en t o t he Nat ivesÓ; I  must  unders t and 

what  mot ivat es st udent s in t he 21st  cent ury . I t  is essent ial f or me t o be wil ling t o 

learn and unders t and what  mot ivat es st udent s and be wil ling t o learn along wit h 

t hem.  

 Next  year,  I  wil l cont inue t o use t his st ra t egy of  communicat ing wit h 

st udent s via e-mail  on many levels. I  wil l begin t he school year by explaining t o 

t hem t hat  t hey should check t heir e-mail  f requent ly and read e-mails care f ully 

t hat  I  send t o t hem. I  wil l explain t o t he st udent s t hat  I  wil l use e-mail  f or a 

varie t y of  purposes: t o summariz e concept s learned in t he class, t o remind t hem 

about  due dat es, and t o provide t hem wit h agenda it ems f or upcoming classes. 

Because all of  our st udent s wil l be provided wit h t heir own ibooks next  f all and t o 

save on paper,  I  wil l f requent ly provide st udent s wit h e-mails t hat  include 

at t achment s. The at t achment s might  be resources or handout s in which st udent s 

wil l re f er t o complet e eit her in-class work or homework . At t achment s might  also 



be quest ions or st at ement s in which st udent s wil l respond; prompt s f or re f lect ive 

writ ing. On a side not e, I  want  t o be clear t hat  I  do not  int end t o use e-mail  t o 

t ake place of  necessary  live conver sat ions wit h st udent s. I t  is vit al f or st udent s t o 

unders t and t hat  t here  are  t imes when communicat ing Òf ace-t o-f aceÓ is more  

appropria t e, depending on t he circ umst ances. Next  f all, I  wil l be sure t hat  I  make 

t his crit ical point  clear,  when discussing t he use of  e-mail  f or communicat ion. 

Finally, st udent s t his year,  and st udent s next  year,  wil l unders t and t hat  

communicat ing via e-mail wil l be not  j ust  be a Òf eat ureÓ of  t he class, it  wil l be an 

int egra l st rat egy t hat  I  wil l use on a consist ent  basis t o support  st udent s in t he 

process of  learn ing. I  have implement ed t his concept  t o some ext ent  t his year,  but  

wil l do it  in a more  purposef ul, t hought f ul, consist ent  way next  f all. 

 Because of  t he posit ive impact  on st udent  learn ing, I  wil l cont inue t o use 

st udent  blogs in t he classroom. I  wil l def init ely cont inue t his concept  wit h t he 

Foundat ions in Art s st udent s; I  wil l also consider using blogs wit h ot her classes as 

well. My hesit at ion wit h using blogs wit h ot her classes is due t o t he management  

issue. Because I  t each Visual Art s, I  believe it  is import ant  t o have visual work on-

line, as well as writ t en work.  I  do all of  t he phot ographing of  t he art work f or t he 

Foundat ions in Art s class; I  need t o f ind alt er nat e ways of  get t ing t he ar t work on-

line in a t imely manner,  in t he ot her ar t  classes. I  do phot ograph so much of  t he 



st udent sÕ work and post  on my web page, however,  it  is not  always done in a Òt imelyÓ 

f ashion. The way in which I  have st udent s use t heir blog is prim aril y as a means t o 

document  progress and as a vehicle t o post  t heir writ t en re f lect ions. This has been 

successf ul in t he Foundat ions in Art s class because I  have been able t o keep up 

wit h t he phot ographing of  t heir curre nt  work.  I  quest ion my abil it y t o keep up wit h 

t he phot ographing of  all st udent sÕ work in all of  t he art  classes. However,  I  do not  

want  a seemingly simple management  issue t o get  in t he way of  using st udent  blogs, 

which has proven t o be such a powerf ul and benef icial t eaching and learn ing t ool. I  

wil l cont inue t o work on t he management  issue by collaborat ing wit h my colleagues 

and asking st udent s f or suggest ions in f iguring t his out . 

 Next  year,  I  would like t o cont inue t o use t he st udent  blog as a vehicle t o 

show writ t en and visual work and it s progre ss over t ime. I  would like t o be more  

t hought f ul and organized about  how I  have t he st udent s do complet e t his t ask. 

This year,  some of  t he st udent  blogs are  missing inf ormat ion, have inaccurat e 

f ormat t ing, and/ or are  not  updat ed in a t imely manner.  For example, t here  is 

somet imes a big gap bet ween t he mid-point  post  and t he f inal post . Af t er looking 

at  t he blogs and experie ncing t his process wit h st udent s, I  do have a solut ion. 

When some t ime has passed bet ween t he mid-point  art work and t he f inal ar t work,  

inst ead of  st udent s creat ing a new post  f or t heir Òf inal ar t workÓ wit hin t he same 



unit , st udent s could edit  t he post  and add t heir f inal work of  art . This would make 

t he blog more  easily unders t ood and have more  of  an impact  f or t he viewer,  as well 

as t he st udent . This idea did not  occur t o me unt il  recent ly. However,  I  did not  ask 

t he curre nt  st udent s do t his because I  do not  want  t o conf use t hem; t hey know 

how t o post  an image and t ext  ont o t heir blog page prof icient ly. I nt roducing a new 

way of  post ing t o t heir blog near t he end of  t he year,  does not  present ly make 

sense. I  wil l implement  t his st ra t egy wit h a new group of  st udent s in t he f all. 

 When I  began t he idea of  st udent s post ing some t heir re f lect ive writ ing on 

t heir blog at  t he beginning of  t he year,  I  did not  ask t hem t o also prin t  a hard  copy 

in which t o hand t o me as par t  of  t heir port f olio. I  r ealized quickly t hat  t his was a 

huge mist ake. Firs t , because I  believe in giving st udent s writ t en f eedback, I  was 

only handing t he st udent s a Òwrit ing rubric Ó wit h comment s about  what  t hey said. 

I t  occurre d t o me t hat  by providing st udent s wit h t his t ype of  f eedback was not  as 

re levant  or meaningf ul t o t hem as it  would have been if  t hey had t heir act ual piece 

of  writ ing wit h t he f eedback in f ront  of  t hem. I  could not  assume t hat  st udent s 

would look at  t he rub ric , read my comment s, and connect  t o t heir writ ing on-line, 

simult aneously. There f ore , I  began t o require  t he st udent s t o t ype in a word  

document , save t heir work,  post  on t heir blog, and prin t  a hard  copy t o include in 

t heir  port f olio of  work . 



  Anot her reason f or r equirin g t he st udent s t o pass in a hard  copy f orc ed 

t hem t o creat e t he piece of  writ ing in a word  processing document . I  encouraged 

t his f rom t he beginning of  t he year,  however,  not  all of  t he st udent s were  doing 

t his. By requirin g t he hard  copy, st udent s had t o t ype t heir responses in a wor d 

processing document  f irs t . The compelling reason f or t yping in a word  processing 

document  is t hat  st udent s can save, proof read, edit  and make changes t o t heir 

writ ing. St udent s are  more  likely t o do t his if  t hey do not  t ype dire ct ly int o t he 

blog. I  can t ell if  a st udent  did not  use a word  processing document  f ir st , by 

looking at  t he hard  copy; t he f ormat  of  t he prin t -out  is very  dif f erent  t han if  t he 

st udent  prin t ed t he writ ing f rom on-line. 

 I n addit ion t o re -organizing and rest ruc t uring t he int roduct ion and how I  

use t hese st ra t egies wit h st udent s, t here  are  also nat ural next  st eps f or using 

blogs. I  would like t o involve parent s in t he process of  comment ing on t he st udent  

blogs, as well as ot her st udent s and st af f  wit hin our dist ric t . Last  f all, I  began t o 

encourage parent s t o visit  t he st udent  blog pages t o see t heir son/ daught erÕs work 

and progress in t heir writ ing and visual wor k. I  cont inued inf orming parent s 

perio dically t hroughout  t he year about  t he st udent  blog page. I  also encouraged 

t he parent s t o writ e comment s; however,  no parent  ever responded. 



 As we cont inue t o progress t hrough t he 21st  cent ury , I  believe it  is crit ical 

t o unders t and t he import ance of  t echnology and how it  inf luences and mot ivat es 

st udent s on many levels. I  believe t hat  t he qualit y of  t he st udent sÕ writ ing and 

responses has increased dramat ically, in my classroom, as a result  of  using t he 

blogs t o document  t heir work.  Lit eracy on a local, st at e, and nat ional level cont inues 

t o be an area of  int erest  and in need of  improvement . I f  all t eachers , grades 

kindergart en t hrough t welve, across cont ent  areas, could incorporat e writ ing int o 

t heir curric ulum, using t ools t hat  are  t he most  nat ural f or st udent s, more , if  not  all 

of  our st udent s may not  only be more  lit erat e, but  would also be more  lit erat e wit h 

regard s t o t he t echnology skil ls in t he 21st  cent ury . I  am commit t ed t o cont inuing 

t he process of  t eaching st udent s how t o re f lect  upon, analyze, and int erp re t  t heir 

work and t he work of  ot hers  t hrough t he development  of  t heir writ ing and by using 

t he blog as a vehicle t o document  t his process. 

  Para llel t o t he af orement ioned, I  cont inue t o do quit e a bit  of  t hinking about  

t he possibil it ies of  using t he blog f or more  of  a vehicle f or communicat ion and 

discussion among a bigger audience. I  have had and cont inue t o have conversat ions 

wit h colleagues regard ing t he concept . I n addit ion, I  have already begun a 

discussion wit h our t echnology coord inat or about  a broader way t o use blogs as a 

means of  communicat ion: connect ing wit h ot her classrooms across t he count ry . 



Curre nt ly, t he t echnology coord inat or is workin g wit h an English t eacher f rom our 

school and wit h a t eacher in Brooklyn, New York regard ing t he t opic of  st udent  

blogging as a means of  discussion and communicat ion. Toget her,  t hey are  pilot ing a 

st ruc t ure f or st udent s t o have a dialogue bet ween t he st at es wit h regard s t o 

giving each ot her f eedback and sharin g t heir work,  using t he st udent  blog as t he 

vehicle. I  would like t o be able t o Òpiggy-backÓ on t his idea wit h my st udent s; I  

would like st udent s t o be able t o share  t heir work,  perspect ives, and ideas wit h 

ot her st udent s f rom dif f erent  backgrounds and areas across t he count ry . My 

mot ivat ion behind t his is, as st at ed in t he int roduct ion, our st udent s have very  

lit t le experie nce and exposure t o any kind of  diver sit y: social, economic, and racial. 

The I nt ernet  and t he Worl d Wid e Web are  great  opport unit ies f or me t o be able 

t o encourage appropri at e cont act  wit h ot her st udent s who are  dif f er ent  t han my 

st udent s. Specif ically, t hrough t he use of  blogging, in an educat ional st ruc t ure, I  

hope t o connect  my classroom wit h ot her classrooms across t he count ry . Because 

t he process of  creat ing and responding t o art  is prim aril y associat ed wit h 

experie nce; I  would love f or my st udent s t o be able t o see how ot her st udent s 

perc eive, react  t o, and creat e ar t work.   This is an excit ing and galvanizing concept  

t hat  I  am commit t ed t o cont inue t o develop. 



 I n conclusion, I  have learned t hat  using t echnology as a way t o mot ivat e and 

engage st udent s is not  only ef f ect ive, but  necessary  in t he 21st  cent ury  classroom. 

Whet her it  is e-mail ing or blogging wit h my st udent s, remaining curr ent  wit h 

t echnology must  be a prio rit y f or t eachers , in t odayÕs worl d. I t  is our 

responsibil it y, as educat ors , t o be leaders  of  our classrooms in t he 21st  cent ury  

and Òwould be wise t o remember t his: I f  we donÕt st op and list en t o t he kids we 

serve, value t heir opinions, and make maj or changes on t he basis of  t he valid 

suggest ions t hey of f er,  we wil l be lef t  in t he 21st  cent ury  wit h school buildings t o 

administ er -but  wit h st udent s who are  physically or ment ally somewhere  elseÓ 

(Prensky, 2006, pg. 13). Finally, I  wil l end wit h a quot e f rom Wil l Richard sonÕs book, 

t it led, Blogs, Wikis , Podcast s, and Ot her Powerf ul Web Tools f or Classrooms. I t  

sums up my philosophy and my encouragement  f or all t eachers , ÒMy learn ing never 

st ops. I  sincer ely wish t he same f or youÓ (Richard son, 2006, pg. ix ). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix  1 

Sample E- mails,  Writ t en by t he Teacher ,  Sent  t o St udent s 

 
  Tuesday, January 16, 2007 7:34:14 AM  
Message  
From:   Melissa Noack  
Subject:  due tomorrow  
To:   FIA  
Attachments:   final assessment.cwk   25K 
Final Paint ing Rubric.doc   34K 
 
Hi All,  
Just a friendly reminder that your color painting study should 
be finished before tomorrow's class, Wednesday, Jan 17th. This 
means your painting and your final portfolio should be completed 
before class. Attached, are the docu ments you need for your 
portfolio. We will have the oral critique for the color unit at 
the beginning of class. Please make sure you come prepared.  
 
In order for the oral critique to be valuable and for you to 
"Exceed the Standard", all components of the p ainting and 
portfolio must be completed before this class.  
 
Another reminder, sketchbooks are due again, on Friday, Jan 
19th. Remember, you will complete one more still - life drawing, 
using the same criteria as last time: still - life drawing paying 
particulu ar attention to proportions, detail, value, 
composition, and line variation. Try to use the feedback I gave 
you last time to improve your next drawing. It should be obvious 
that this drawing is better than the last.  
 
If you need to come in early tomorrow m orning, Wednesday, to 
complete your portfolio, please feel free to do so.  
 
See you tomorrow,  
 
M. Noack  
 
 
 
  Friday, January 19, 2007 10:31:17 AM  
Message  
From:   Melissa Noack  
Subject:  new sb assignment due 1/23  
To:   FIA  



Attachments:   intro to perspective.cw k  25K 
 
Hi All,  
Just a reminder, 5a and 5b on the "intro to perspective" 
worksheet needs to be completed in your sketchbook, due Tuesday, 
January 23rd.  
 
I will check and grade your 2nd proportion drawing, as well as 
the 5a and 5b on that day.  
 
For instruc tions on how to complete 5a and 5b, please refer to 
the 1st and 2nd web sites listed on your handout.  
 
In addition, please post the following 4 images on your blog and 
in this order:  
1. Final Drawing  
2. Sketchbook, January 10th  
3. Sketchbook, January 23rd  
4. Painting: Changing a Dominant Color to Alter the Mood  
**Please use the above titles for your posts***  
Let me know if you have any questions,  
M. Noack  
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APPENDI X 2: 

RESULTS OF STUDENT SURVEY Ð MELI SSA NOACK 2007 

Survey Overview 

Description  
Melissa's Student Survey 2007 

Instructions Provi ded To Resp ondents  
Please indicate which choice best matches each statement. 

Respondent Metri cs  
Respondents:     15 
First Response:  3/29/2007 08:18 AM 
Last Response:  3/29/2007 08:27 AM 
 
Survey Results 
The following is a graphical depiction of the responses to each survey question. Additional 
comments provided by respondents, if any, are included after each graph. 
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Section 1 - Student  Survey  

1. Knowing that my art work, including sketchbook assignments, will be 
published on the Internet motivates me to produce high quality work. 

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

6.67% (1)

53.33% (8)

40.00% (6)

Average Choice: 2.33
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2. Knowing that my wr itten responses to teacher  prompts will be published on 
the Internet motivates me to produce high quality responses. 

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

20.00% (3)

60.00% (9)

6.67% (1)

13.33% (2)

Average Choice: 2.13

 
3.Receiving frequent e-mails help me to complete sketchbook assignments on 
time. 

Strongly Agree

Agree

Strongly Disagree
60.00% (9)

33.33% (5)

6.67% (1)

Average Choice: 1.53
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4. I  am more likely to do higher  quality in my sketchbook when I  receive 
frequent e-mails reminding me about what is due and when. 

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

20.00% (3)

46.67% (7)

26.67% (4)

6.67% (1)

Average Choice: 2.20

 
5. Knowing that my parents can see my artwork, including sketchbook 
assignments, on-line motivates me to produce high quality work. 

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

13.33% (2)

26.67% (4)

53.33% (8)

6.67% (1)

Average Choice: 2.53
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6. Knowing that my parents can see my wr itten responses on-line motivates 
me to produce high quality responses. 

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

6.67% (1)

46.67% (7)
40.00% (6)

6.67% (1)

Average Choice: 2.47

 
7. Knowing that my fr iends can see my artwork on-line motivates me to 
produce high quality work. 

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

6.67% (1)

40.00% (6)

26.67% (4)

26.67% (4)

Average Choice: 2.73
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8. Knowing that my fr iends can see my wr itten responses on-line motivates me 
to produce high quality responses. 

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

6.67% (1)

40.00% (6)

26.67% (4)

26.67% (4)

Average Choice: 2.73

 
9. Having an on-line journal (blog) is a meaningful way for me to see and 
document my progress over  time. 

Strongly Agree

Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

33.33% (5)

40.00% (6)

20.00% (3)

6.67% (1)

Average Choice: 2.00
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Section 2 - Motiv ate 
 

10. Frequent e-mail reminders motivates me to produce high quality 
sketchbook assignments. 

4-Most

3

2

1-least

40.00% (6)

26.67% (4)

20.00% (3)

13.33% (2)

Average Choice: 2.07
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11. Publishing sketchbook drawings on my blog so everyone can see, motivates 
me to  produce high quality sketchbook assignments. 

4-Most

3

2

1-least

20.00% (3)

46.67% (7)

20.00% (3)

13.33% (2)

Average Choice: 2.27

 
12. The teacher  publishing my sketchbook assignments on her  web site, so 
that everyone can see, motivates me to produce high quality sketchbook 
assignments. 

4-Most

3

2

20.00% (3)

46.67% (7)

33.33% (5)

Average Choice: 2.13
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Section 3 - Comm ent  
 

13. In a couple of complete sentences, in the space below, please share what 
motivates you the most in doing high quality wr itten response and high 
quality sketchbook drawings: 
I am not very motivated with the responses, because I don't see a point in them. I am motivated 
to do high quality sketchbook assignments because I like art and I like drawing. (0000000300 
Anonymous) 
 
I enjoy writing, so I like the written responses because they are an easy way to recievea good 
grade. Also, as I am writing my responses, I realize things about my drawing/painting that I had 
not realized before. (0000000297 Anonymous) 
 
I think that the main motivation that drives me to produce high quality work is when other 
students are able to see it. It always feels good to be the drawing on a website that everyone says 
is the best one or just a really good piece of artwork, and you never impress anyone if your blog 
is filled with incomplete sentences and nonsensical personal feedback on the drawings. 
(0000000307 Anonymous) 
 
It motivates me to do high quality work when people have to see my sketchbook drawings in 
class. (0000000295 Anonymous) 
 
It's motivating that the sketchbooks are graded. I don't think that the blog is neccessary but at the 
end it is cool to see all of my work. (0000000304 Anonymous) 
 
Knowing what I need to do to accomplish my work the best i can. The support of Nowack with 
her sending me e-mails reminding me because It sometimes slipd my mind. Putting all my effort 
and making sure I put in enough time so it will be a succeeding drawing. (0000000301 
Anonymous) 
 
Motivation rests on the power and confidence in ones self, not in fear of looking bad on the 
internet. (0000000308 Anonymous) 
 
seeing improvement from my previous sketches...I want to see how much better I can get! The 
grade too, getting a high score on the assignment is another factor - if they weren't graded I don't 
think that I would try as hard. (0000000302 Anonymous) 
 
The fact that other people, including my parents, can view the work I've done throughout the 
year motivates me the most.  I put more effort into assignments that are going to be posted than I 
do into those that aren't (0000000303 Anonymous) 
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The things that motivate me most when trying to compleat the sketch book I find is the 
assimnment itself. If I find the assiment intersting and fun it will movtivate me to do well on it. If 
I find is dull and boring it will have little effect in motavation (0000000296 Anonymous) 
 
What motivates me the most is simply the satisfaction of seeing a drawing I've completed and 
feeling proud of it.  Knowing it will be published on the internet isn't that strong of a motivator 
for me, but it does help a little. (0000000298 Anonymous) 
 
What motivates me the most to produce high quality work, is the fact that I get graded for it, and 
the fact that everyone will be able to see it. I want people to see the best that I can do. It is also 
more satisfying to look at higher quality work. (0000000305 Anonymous) 
 
What motivates me the most, to produce high quality sketchbooks, is from me and me only.  It 
doesn't really matter to me what other people think about my artwork, as long as I am happy with 
it.  The motivation is self motivation. (0000000306 Anonymous) 
 
What motivates me to do high quality written resopnces and high quality sketchbook drawings is 
partical the fact that it is going to be on the internet for everyone to see but my motivation also 
comes from myself. I, myself want to produce high quality sketchbook drawings to prove my 
knowlage of drawing and to push myself to see how well I can do. (0000000299 Anonymous) 
 
14. What could the teacher  do differently to help you to produce high quality 
sketchbook assignments? 
Countine to look and find differant and intersting sketch book assingments. (0000000296 
Anonymous) 
 
I think that the methods that are being used right now are perfectly fit for making the students 
produce high quality work because they feel a need to have their art accepted by the public. 
(0000000307 Anonymous) 
 
I think the sketchbook assignments are a little too vague.  I think that I could produce higher 
quality work if I were given stronger guidelines.  When we gave feedback to another class's 
work, the instructions they had were very specific.  I'd like to have a sketchbook assignment 
where the topic is more clearly laid out for us. (0000000298 Anonymous) 
 
Maybe let the students draw whatever they want more often.  The teacher doesn't always have to 
do this but, it would be cool if we could draw whatever more. (0000000306 Anonymous) 
 
Not as much direction and let us be more creative. We have limited choices on what to draw and 
if there were just a set of guidlines that we had to follow it would allow the artists to be much 
more creative. At the beginning of the year we were given a longer time to do these sketchbooks 
and you said that you wouldn't change it, but you have changed it to where we get about a week 
for most sketchbook assignments. Also I wish we could do different types of assignments not 
just drawings. I liked when we made collages and used color in our sketchbook it was much 
more fun. One thing that would help a lot would be to show us an example of our assignment 
because sometimes the explanation is confusing and misleading. (0000000309 Anonymous) 
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Nothing. I do well with remebering but it is good that she sends out e-mails and if she didn't thats 
probly what I would put down for improvment. (0000000301 Anonymous) 
 
post more of the sketchbook assignments on the blog, rather than a select few. (0000000303 
Anonymous) 
 
Sticking to the homework plan of two drawings every two weeks, adding assignments in shorter 
periods just takes away from the quality of the work. (0000000300 Anonymous) 
 
teach even more techniques/tips. (0000000302 Anonymous) 
 
There is not much more the teacher can do; she has taught us different techniques to make high 
quality sketchbook assignments. However, it might be helpful, if some of us did not have time 
before, to have a bit of time at the beginning of class to spray our drawings with fixative. 
Sometimes, my drawings will smudge before I have to turn them in. (0000000305 Anonymous) 
 
To help produce high quality sketchbook assignments, the teacher could give us only one 
assignment at a time with very intricate instructions. Also, assignments should vary to show 
different abilities. (0000000297 Anonymous) 
 
What the teacher could do differently to help me produce high quality sketchbook drawings is 
what she is already doing, to send out an email about the week before the assignment is due as a 
heads up and then also the day before or a few days before the assignment is due. (0000000299 
Anonymous) 
 
You do a good job of telling us when the sketchbook assingments are due. Also what you expect 
us to draw for them. Mabye we could spend more time on them. (0000000304 Anonymous) 
 
You should show exemplars of previously completed drawings to get an idea of how to better 
our sketches. Reflection should not be taken so formally and as often. Length should not be a 
requirement in reflections, either. That is all. (0000000308 Anonymous) 
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