Using Technology to Motivate and Engage Students:
Blogs & E- mail in the Classroom

| ntroduction

The following study was conducted by Melissa Noack, a Visual Art s teacher
at Yarmouth High School in Yarmouth, Maine. | have been teaching Art for the
past ten years. Yarmouth High School is a relatively small school, with little
economic and racial diversity; it is a high school of approximately 500 students. As
part of the graduation requirement, students must earn one credit of
Visual/ Perf orming Arts. This can be accomplished through enrolling in a music
course or avisual art s course.

| am a Visual Art s Teacher, who teaches several Art courses at Yarmouth
High School including, Foundations in Art, Graphic Design, Clay, Sculpture, and
Black & Whit e Phot ography levels One, Two, and Three. The focus of the data for
t his study comes primarily from the students in the Foundations in Arts Class. This
is a class of approximately twenty students, heterogeneously grouped by grades,
nine through twelve, and by ability level. Foundations in Art is a year long,
introductory course; students learn a variety of artistic skills, media, and
techniques. | n addition to art making, students learn how use t he language of art to

discuss, analyze, and reflect on their work and the work of others. The



Foundations in Arts class has three sections of students, taught by three
dif ferent teachers.

Students in the Foundations in Art s class are required to keep a sket chbook;
they are assigned weekly or biweekly homework assignments, related to what they
are doing in class. The other Art teachers and | have been concerned about the
st udent sOmot ivat ion in completing t his work, as well as t he quality and timeliness of
it. At the beginning of the year, we all decided to investigate ways that might
increase the qualit y, ownership, and timeliness of the student sCsket chbook. We all
took slightly dif ferent perspectives in addressing this problem. Specifically, | was
interested in knowing if there was a correlation between student motivation,
timeliness, and quality of student work, including sketchbook assignments, to
instructional strategies that incorporated the use of technology. The questions for
my study included the following: GHow does the use of blogs, as a reflective tool,
impact student engagement and motivation? I n what ways does communicating with
students via e-mail motivate students to complete work on time and to produce
higher quality work? How does using blogs to document progress of student work
mot ivate students to do higher quality weekly, sketchbook drawings and in-class

work? O



Until this year, 2006-2007, | had been the sole teacher of the Foundations
in Art s class. Over the past eight years, | have made some progress in making the
sket chbook assignments more meaningful to students. | have, incrementally, made
small changes in this aspect of the curric ulum, primarily based on student
feedback. Although this had been helpful, I was missing the piece of collaborating
wit h colleagues about my challenge, because until this year, the Gketchbook
challengeO was unique to the Foundations in Arts class. In addition to the
Gket chbook challengeQ however, | have always been interested in learning and
understanding how to use various instructional strategies to motivate and engage
students. This is a concept that has and continues to be in the forefront of my
mind and essential to me as long as | teach. In order to continue to improve
instructional strategies in the classroom, | continuously reflect on my teaching,
involve students in the assessment process, receive a variety of feedback from my
student s and colleagues, as well as continue to do research and t ake courses on t his
concept. The research completed in this study has been a highly meaningful and
structured way for me to collect data, reflect on the problem, share and discuss

wit h my colleagues, and t o document and learn more about t his t eaching challenge.



This year, as previously stated, the other two Art Teachers and | decided to
make a concert ed effort to investigate ways that would motivate ALL studentsto
produce higher quality sketchbook assignments, to do them on time, and to value
the process. My specific intention was to not only improve the quality and
ownership of the sketchbook, but also the quality and ownership of the in-class
work by incorporating the use of technology to increase student engagement and
mot ivation. | narro wed the Gncorporation of technologyOconcept down to the use
of student blogs and use of e-mail as a means of communication, in hopes t o engage
and motivat e students.

Description of the Research Process

As | beganto think about gathering data, | held two key concepts in my mind
that | learned fromthe lit erature review | previously conducted. First, from Mark
PrenskyOsart icle, Quisten to the NativesQ (2005/2006) Prensky explains that
teachers must make student engagement, not content, a priorit y to motivate the
21st century learners. By listening to st udent sCheeds and involving students in the
decision-making process, teachers will continue to be leaders/facilitators of
classroom discussion. Teachers do not need to master all of the technologies; t hey

need to take cues from their students, be willing to learn along side of their



students, and find ways to incorporate into discussions information and knowledge

that their students acquire outside t he classroom (Pre nsky, 2006).

Next, the book, Blogs, Wikis, Podcasts, and Other Powerf ul Web Tools for

Classrooms, by Will Richardson, is about connections, collaborations, and
conversations that new @ool toolsOof the Web are allowing educators to create
through the use of technology (Richardson, 2006). He points out that educators
need not be expert sin the field of technology; they need to be creative and have
ideas and a vision of how simple publication t ools might impact student learning and
mot ivat ion in t he classroom.

Wit h these ideas in mind, | decided to focus my data collection around two
themes relating to technology and motivating st udent s: e-mailing and blogging. Bot h
of these strategies highlight the import ant concepts from the Prensky art icle and
the Wil l Richard sonOdook. As a teacher, | believe it is essential that | keep upto
date with the current technology while simultaneously having a vision on how to
creatively incorporate it into a meaningf ul and engaging experie nce for students.

At the beginning of the year, the Foundations in Art students created a web
log (blog), hosted by Learner Blogs. Each student created their own blog page for
the purpose of documenting their work to see progress and growth over time. The

QuorkO is both in writ ten and visual form. Some of the samples of writ ing are



reflections of their work, while the visual work is bot h in-class work and samples of
sket chbook assignments. Perio dically, | phot ographed the student work, saved it to
a folder on e-mail, and then the students posted it on their blog page. | created a
teacher blog page that links to all of the student blogs. My blog page is hosted by
Edublogs.org. This is primarily an educator web host server. Please click the

following link to view the site: http://yhsart.edublogs.org/, then click on any

student name to the right under the title, roundations in Art Student BlogsO On
the teacher blog page, | post many prompts, questions, and/ or writ ten crit iques f or
the students to answer. By the end of the year, the students will have a collection
of not only the progress of their visual work, but also progress of the reflective
writ ing that they have complet ed.

Inorder to keep track of the student responses and to be able to give them
meaningf ul f eedback about their art work and writ ten re sponses, students re spond
to the questions/ prompts that are on my blog page in a word processing document
first, before posting it on their blog page. This enables me to be sure that all
students are completing t his work on time, as well as for me to encourage themto
proof read and edit their answers as necessary. | continuously remind students

about the import ance of checking their work, especially since their work can be



viewed by the world at large. This is motivating to most students; many of them
are concerned about how they sound onthe I nternet.

Another method of collecting data is the use of e-mail. Throughout fall
2006, | set up a mail list for the Foundations students on our school e-mail. | did
this by creating afile titled, FI A, standing for Foundations in Art . Next, | typed in
all of the names of the students in the class. Every time | wanted to e-malil
students, | only needed totype in FI A. At first, | began to e-mail the studentsto
remind them about sketchbook assignment due dates. After such positive
responses from students, by early December, | soon began to e-mail students
directly to re-cap what was said or done in class, to look ahead and provide them
wit h an agenda of upcoming classes, and to remind them about the criteria of the
sket chbook assignment, as well as it s due date. Please see figure 1 in the appendix
for a sampling of e-mails that | sent to students.

As a dif ferent means of collecting data, | used sound files that | created
wit h students last fall. Students had been using their blog page for a short time
when | audio-taped them in response to a couple of directed questions. Using my
ipod and a microphone | recorded their answers. | uploaded the sound files to my
computer, decreased the file size, and changed it into the corre ct format so that

it could be displayed on-line; finally, | published the sound files onto my web page.



The structure for this process was as follows. | organized the students into
groups of four and gave them the following prompts: @{ow does using blogs impact
your learning?Oand GHow does using blogs mot ivate you to produce better work? O
| ndividually, students wrote down their own answers to the prompt on note cards.
As a table group, students discussed and shared their answers. As a small group,
they condensed t heir answers into a few succinct statements. The students chose
a spokesperson for each small group who would then record the groupsCanswers on
my ipod.

When | listened intently tothe data, | not only heard the student sGanswers,
but | also compared what they said wit h the growth and/ or improvement in their
work on their blog page. To listen to these sound files please visit the following
link:

http://hs.yarmouth.k12.me.us/ Pages/ YSD_YHSTeachers/ YSD YHSMENo/ noack0607/podcast.htm

I n Early March 2007, after having a fair amount of interactions wit h their
blog page, | surveyed the students. | created an on-line survey of which they t ook
during class. | prefaced the survey by saying that | would be using the results of
the survey for a couple of dif ferent purposes. First, | explained that | was
conducting researc h and this was part of my data collection. Secondly, | frequently

ask students for feedback and use their responses to improve and inform my



instruction. | asked the students to be honest and thoughtful in response to the
guestions and statements on the survey. The students were asked to respond to a
serie s of statements surro unding the use of dif ferent instructional strategies that
incorporated the use of technology, specifically the blog and t he use of e-mail.

After the students completed this survey, | was able to disaggregate the
data by formatting t heir answers into pie graphs. See appendix 2 in the appendix. |
also asked the students to re spond, using short answers, to two dir ect ed questions.
See appendix 2, section 3 for the questions and results. Finally, | contrasted
survey results to the instructional strategies used and student work to see what
trends and/ or patterns were evident.
Analysis of the Data

There are a few general themes that emerged as a result of the data
collection. When reviewing all of the research tools and methodology, overall,
students said that consistent e-mail reminders of due dates and crit eria of the
assignment, not only motivated them to complet e work on time, but also encouraged
them to produce higher quality work. Knowing t heir work would be published on-line
was also a contributing factor that led students to produce higher quality work.
Finally, by keeping an on-line journal, students felt that the blog was a good and

organized way for them to see and document their progress over time. Examples of



student blogs can be viewed by visit ing t he f ollowing link. On the right of the page,
click a name under the tit le, Foundations in Art Student BlogsO

http://yhsart.edublogs.org/

After looking closer at each data set, | concluded that the above feelings
and first reactions to the data were validat ed. By listening to the sound files t hat
were recorded in October 2007, students in general, were motivated to produce
higher quality work and writ ing through the use of blogs. They felt that because
the work is public and the blog itself is a good and organized way for them to
reflect ontheir learning, they were more motivated to produce higher quality work.
Some students felt that because the blog is a visual journal, it helped them to look
at their work and compare it to the crit eria of the assignment in order to help
them see areas of strengths and areas in which they could improve. Some student s
also stated that because the blog is public, students have access to each otherOs
work and can therefore see how other students are successful and can help
individual students to improve their own work. Another student explained that
Blogs are a good way for students to have integrit y and be (onest Q because the

work is public. To listen to these sound files please visit the following link:

http://hs.yarmouth.k12.me.us/ Pages/ YSD_YHSTeachers/ YSD YHSMENo/ noack0607/podcast.htm

Although only 3 dif ferent student voices were recorded, | believe this data

is a good representation of the whole class. The class was divided into groups; the



small groups had a discussion based on the questions in which | asked them to
respond. After following a structured discussion, students came to an agreed
response that represented their opinions. Finally, they chose one person to be a
spokesperson f or the group.

From this data set, | learned a few dif ferent things; some that surprised
me, others that just validated my assumptions. | learned that because the two
questions | asked, : @{ow does using blogs impact your learning?Oand (How does
using blogs mot ivat e you to produce better work? Owere specif ic enough, but broad
enough to encompass dif fering perspectives, students were able to clearly
art iculate their responses. | n addition, organizing students into small groups and
asking them to individually writ e their own thoughts on note cards bef ore engaging
in a discussion, was a positive factor in the quality of responses. | thought the
student s would be motivated by the blog to produce higher quality work and saw it
as an ef f ective way to document progress over time, but | did not anticipate some
of the other answers that they provided for me. One group said that they liked
the blog because they could see other studentsOwork and/or answers to the
prompts and in turn could see how they could improve their own work. The ot her
response that surprised me was one groupOdiscussion of the concept of honesty.

They thought the blog kept them honest, because the work and the writ ten



information were both visible. I n other words, the students were not talking in
theory. Finally, all the groups responded positively about how the blog helps them
to reflect and improve their work. Although this was not surprising to me, the
number of students who agreed and support ed this concept did. In the past,
students have not always been big fansOor have seen the meaning for reflecting
on their work. This was not only interesting for me, but encouraging as well!

The actual blogs (student art work and writ ing) provide sound and reliable
data in response to my researc h questions on many levels. After looking closer at a
GliceOof student work, | discovered many re occurrin g t hemes, which also validat es
the intuitions stated earlier. Below is a list of four students whose work
represents 25% of the class. | chose this cross-section of students based on

dif f ering abilit y levels and experie nce in art.

http:// yhsartfiaeliza.learnerblogs.org/

http:// yhsartfialisa.learnerblogs.org/

http:// yhsartfiamike.learnerblogs.org/

http:// yhsartfiadanl.learnerblogs.org/

Through careful analysis of their blogs, the artwork and the writ ing, |
noticed that most of the students have shown signif icant improvement in their
art work and are able to art iculate this in writ ing; what the students say matches
the art work. All of the students are using the language of art in a coherent and

meaningf ul way. The studentsOhonest, thorough, and thoughtful answers to the



prompts and the art work it self, are clear evidence of the student sQunder st anding
of the learning objectives. Specifically, students expressed that they see
improvements in their art work since the beginning of the year, especially in the
way that they are using value and line variation. Some students could also see the
closer attention to detail in their work as compared to the work that was created
earlier in the year. Some of the students also can see and understand the
correlation between time spent and quality of work; both the experie nced and
inexperie nced students noticed t his.

| am always impressed when | look at and read the quality of work posted on
the blogs. |, too, find it a fascinating and engaging way to view progress over time.
| generally post a fair amount of student work on my web page (view this here:

http:// hs.yarmouth.k12.me.us/ Pages/ YSD_YHSTeachers/ YSD_YHSMENo/ noack0607/noackhome.htm)

However, the difference is that the blog truly organizes each individualOsst udent
work and his writ ing over time. | have been quite impressed with the arts
vocabulary that the students have and are using. The students are not only very
reflective and art iculate about their learning, they are using the language of art
corre ctly to help them to describ e and explain their work. After visiting the blogs
several times, | realize how powerf ul the tool is for many students on many levels,

both in writing and through the artwork. Students are responding to my prompts,



which sometimes asks them to reflect specifically on particular content or
techniques, and other times the prompts ask them to compare a work in progress
to the final finished product. | n addition, students are also asked how they have
used cert ain techniques or media in their art work, while other times they are
asked to discuss their thought process, dif ficulties and/ or challenges. Because t his
writ ing is posted on the blog, it is much more thoughtful and thorough than what |
have experienced in the past years. I n the past, | used to provide each student
wit h a hard copy of the questions to which they needed to re spond. Student s would
answer the questions by hand writ ing re sponses. The quality of re sponses was much
less thorough and t hought f ul, not to mention very dif ficult for me to read!

Curre ntly, students not only post their responses to the prompts on their
blog page, but they also pass in a hard copy to me, along wit h a port folio of the
actual artwork. This process of requiring a printed hard copy of the writ ten
responses is not something that | have done from the beginning; however, |
realized in order to provide students wit h meaningful feedback, | needed a hard
copy on which to writ e. I n addition, | found that keeping track of what students
posted on their blog page was/ is a dif ficult task. Some students are missing some
of the posts that should be included on the blog. Other students did not format

the posts corre ctly so there are repeats in posts and/ or the sizing of some of the



art work is incorre ct. There are also some problems wit h typos and misspellings on
some of the studentsOposts; students are supposed to writ e the posts in a word
processing document, edit and spell check, before posting on their blog. For most
students, because the page is public, they are motivated to proofread and edit
their work, however, this is not always the case. Curre ntly, | do not hold students
accountable for any work that has not been posted. The accountability issue is
somet hing that | need to addre ss and give more thought for next yearOsst udents.
On a different level, one in which concerns timeliness of assignments, |
noticed a signif icant decrease in the number of students who were passing in late
work. | compared my record book wit h when | began consistently sending out class
e-mails to students and | found that from September to early December, 15
students (some repeats) had turned in assignments late. From early December to
the present, | began consistently reminding students about deadlines via e-mails.
Only four assignments have been turned in late. | n addit ion, 100% of the students
read my e-mails; | frequently check the history on my e-mail. Please see figure 1in
the appendix to see a sample of some of the e-mails that | have sent to students. |
was happily surprised that this simple technique of e-mailing students to remind
them about due dates was so ef fective. Taking the extra couple of minutes to type

e-mails was well wort h it . When | began to add Qe cappingOt he class and including



upcoming agenda items to the e-mails, | realized that this strategy alone was a
really good way for me to reflect on what | do. It also has helped to keep me
organized and plan more effectively.

Because students use e-mail frequently and consistently, | know that the
student s will receive my e-mails. This tool has also been a powerf ul communication
tool on a differentl level. Because the students know that | use e-mail to
communicat e wit h them, the students also use it to communicat e wit h me. This has
been very beneficial in many ways; it has helped students to be responsible and
account able. Students know that they can e-mail me to find out what assignments
need to be complete if they are sick. They also can touch base wit h me if they are
out for an extended time and/or have questions about an assignment. Students
know that | will respond to their e-mails in a timely manner. They also know that |
will check the history in my e-mail to see that they have read it .

Finally, I surveyed the students mid-March to identif y what strategies | use
are the most motivating to them in producing higher quality art work and writ ing.
Pease see the results in appendix 2, sections 1, 2 and 3, in the appendix. It was
interesting to see that eighty percent of the students felt that using the blog was
mot ivating to them in producing high quality writ ing, knowing it would be published

on the I nternet, where as sixty percent of the students felt it was motivating to



produce high quality art work, knowing it would be published on the I nternet. | was
a bit surprised that the results to this question were not higher based on the
actual student work located on the blogs. There are other motivating factors,
intrinsically based, for doing high quality work. Students expressed this in their
writ ten re sponses. Please see appendix 2, section 2 in the appendix.

Not surprisingly, based on previous data collected, ninety-three percent of
students felt that my frequent e-mail reminders were directly related to the
student s completing their work on time; sixty percent of students strongly agreed
wit h this. Sixty-six percent of students believed that frequent e-mail reminders
motivated them to produce higher quality work. Only forty percent of students
felt that knowing their parents could see their work on-line motivated them to
produce high quality work. About fifty percent of students felt that knowing peers
could see their work on-line motivated them to produce high quality work. Seventy-
three percent of students believed that keeping an on-line journal (a blog) is a
meaningful way for them to see and document progress over time. | n a question
worded in a dif ferent way, sixty-seven percent of the students believed it was
mot ivating to produce high quality work knowing that their work was published on-

line.



After sifting through all of this data and especially after looking through

the Foundations in Art student blogs, | believe strongly in the use of blogging and

e-mailing as a means to help engage and motivate students to produce higher

quaity work. In the next section, | will explain the plan of action that | have

already taken and will discuss ideas and strategies that | will adapt, change, and/ or

modif y to use wit h students in the future.

Action Plan

Throughout the past few mont hs, as aresult of conducting this research, |

have alre ady begun t o change my practice by implementing import ant concepts t hat

| have learned. There are several components that | need to continue to change

and/ or modif y in order to continue to improve and solidify t hese concepts. Many of

the ideas and essential knowledge that | learned are directly related to

organization. There is a fair amount of re-organizing and restructuring in t he way

that | introduce and employ the concepts of using e-mail as a powerf ul means of

communicat ion wit h students, as well as t he meaningf ul use of blogs wit h students.

When | received such posit ive f eedback from the students wit h regardsto

e-mailing them as a reminder about due dates, | immediat ely began using t his

strategy on a consistent basis. A natural transition for me was to also use e-mail as

a vehicle to provide student s wit h a summary of the key concepts or main ideas



from the dayOslass. | n addit ion, | began to use e-mail so that | could make an
agenda available t o students f or upcoming classes. For some time, | have been
aware of students using e-mail frequently and consistently to communicat e wit h
each ot her. However, until this year, as ateacher, | have not been included in the
st udent sGmeans of using e-mail as a powerf ul tool of communication. | keep
remembering Mark PrenskyOsrt icle, Qistentothe NativesQ | must understand
what motivates students in the 21% century. | t is essential for me to be willing to
learn and understand what motivat es students and be willing to learn along wit h
them.

Next year, | will continue to use this strategy of communicating wit h
student s via e-mail on many levels. | will begin the school year by explaining to
them that they should check their e-mail frequently and read e-mails carefully
that 1 send tothem. | will explain tothe students that | will use e-mail for a
variety of purposes: to summariz e concept s learned in the class, to remind them
about due dates, and to provide them wit h agenda it ems f or upcoming classes.
Because all of our students will be provided wit h t heir own ibooks next fall and to
save on paper, | will frequently provide students wit h e-mails t hat include
attachments. The attachments might be resources or handouts in which students

will refer to complete eit her in-class work or homework . Attachments might also



be questions or statements in which student s will respond; prompts for reflective
writ ing. On a side note, | want to be clear that | do not intend to use e-mail to

t ake place of necessary live conversations wit h students. It is vital for studentsto
understand that there are times when communicating @ ace-t o-f aceOis more
appropriate, depending on t he circ umst ances. Next fall, I will be sure that | make
t his crit ical point clear, when discussing t he use of e-mail for communicat ion.
Finally, student s t his year, and students next year, will understand t hat
communicat ing via e-mail will be not just be a @eatureOof the class, it will be an
integral strategy that | will use on a consistent basis to support studentsinthe
process of learning. | have implement ed t his concept to some extent this year, but
will do it in a more purposef ul, t hought f ul, consistent way next fall.

Because of the posit ive impact on student learning, | will continue to use
student blogs in the classroom. | will definitely continue this concept wit h the
Foundations in Art s students; | will also consider using blogs wit h ot her classes as
well. My hesit at ion wit h using blogs wit h other classes is due t o t he management
issue. Because | teach Visual Art s, | believe it is import ant to have visual work on-
line, as well as writ ten work. |1 do all of the photographing of the art work for the
Foundations in Art s class; | need to find alternate ways of getting the artwork on-

line in atimely manner, in the other art classes. | do photograph so much of the



student sGwvork and post on my web page, however, it is not always done in a QimelyO
fashion. The way in which | have students use their blog is primaril y as a means to
document progress and as a vehicle to post their writ ten reflections. This has been
successf ul in the Foundations in Art s class because | have been able to keep up
wit h the phot ographing of their curre nt work. 1 question my ability to keep up wit h
t he phot ographing of all students@vork in all of the art classes. However, | do not
want a seemingly simple management issue to get in the way of using student blogs,
which has proven to be such a powerf ul and beneficial t eaching and learning tool. |
will continue to work on the management issue by collaborating with my colleagues
and asking student s for suggestions in figuring t his out.

Next year, | would like to continue to use the student blog as a vehicle to
show writ ten and visual work and it s progre ss over time. | would like to be more
t hought f ul and organized about how | have the students do complete t his t ask.
This year, some of the student blogs are missing inf ormation, have inaccurate
formatting, and/ or are not updated in atimely manner. For example, there is
somet imes a big gap bet ween t he mid-point post and t he final post. After looking
at the blogs and experie ncing t his process wit h students, | do have a solution.
When some time has passed bet ween t he mid-point art work and the final artwork,

instead of students creating a new post for their Ginal art workOwit hin the same



unit , student s could edit the post and add their final work of art . This would make
the blog more easily understood and have more of an impact for the viewer, as well
as the student. This idea did not occur to me until recently. However, | did not ask
the curre nt students do this because | do not want to conf use them; t hey know
how t o post animage and text onto their blog page proficiently. I ntroducing a new
way of posting totheir blog near the end of the year, does not presently make
sense. | will implement this strategy wit h a new group of students in the fall.
When | beganthe idea of students posting some their reflective writ ing on
their blog at the beginning of the year, | did not ask themto also print a hard copy
in which to hand to me as part of their port folio. | realized quickly that this was a
huge mist ake. First, because | believe in giving student s writ ten f eedback, | was
only handing t he students a Qwrit ing rubric Owit h comment s about what t hey said.
It occurred to me that by providing student s wit h this type of feedback was not as
relevant or meaningful tothem as it would have been if they had their actual piece
of writ ing wit h the feedback in front of them. | could not assume that students
would look at the rubric, read my comments, and connect to their writ ing on-line,
simult aneously. Therefore, | begantorequire the studentstotype in a word
document, save t heir work, post on their blog, and print a hard copy to include in

their port folio of work .



Anot her reason for requiring the students to pass in a hard copy forced
themto create the piece of writ ing in aword processing document. | encouraged
this from the beginning of the year, however, not all of the students were doing
this. By requiring the hard copy, students had to type their responses in a word
processing document first. The compelling reason f or typing in a word processing
document is that students can save, proofread, edit and make changes to their
writ ing. Students are more likely todo this if they do not type directly into the
blog. | cantell if astudent did not use a word processing document first, by
looking at the hard copy; the format of the print-out is very dif ferent thanif the
student printed the writ ing from on-line.

| n addition to re-organizing and restructuring the introduction and how |
use these strategies wit h students, there are also nat ural next steps for using
blogs. | would like to involve parents in the process of commenting on t he student
blogs, as well as ot her students and staff wit hin our district. Last fall, | beganto
encourage parents to visit the student blog pages to see t heir son/ daught erOswork
and progress in their writ ing and visual work. | continued informing parents
periodically throughout the year about the student blog page. | also encouraged

the parents to writ e comments; however, no parent ever responded.



As we continue to progress through the 21% century, | believe it is crit ical
to understand the import ance of technology and how it influences and mot ivat es
students on many levels. | believe that the quality of the student sGwrit ing and
responses has increased dramatically, in my classroom, as a result of using the
blogs t o document their work. Lit eracy on alocal, state, and national level continues
tobe an area of interest and in need of improvement. | f all teachers, grades
kindergart en through twelve, across content areas, could incorporate writ ing into
their curric ulum, using tools that are the most natural for students, more, if not all
of our students may not only be more lit erate, but would also be more lit erate wit h
regards to the technology skills in the 21% century. | am committed to continuing
the process of teaching students how to reflect upon, analyze, and interpret their
work and the work of others through the development of their writ ing and by using
the blog as a vehicle t o document this process.

Parallel to the af orementioned, | continueto do quite a bit of thinking about
t he possibilit ies of using the blog for more of a vehicle for communication and
discussion among a bigger audience. | have had and continue t o have conversations
wit h colleagues regarding the concept. | n addit ion, | have already begun a
discussion wit h our technology coordinat or about a broader way to use blogs as a

means of communication: connecting wit h other classrooms across the country.



Curre ntly, the technology coordinat or is workin g wit h an English teacher from our
school and wit h a teacher in Brooklyn, New York regarding the topic of student
blogging as a means of discussion and communicat ion. Toget her, they are piloting a
structure for studentsto have a dialogue between the states with regardsto
giving each ot her feedback and sharin g their work, using the student blog as the
vehicle. | would like to be able t o (piggy-backOon t his idea wit h my students; |
would like students to be able to share their work, perspectives, and ideas wit h

ot her students from dif f erent backgrounds and are as across the country. My
motivation behind this is, as stated in the introduction, our students have very
lit t e experie nce and exposure to any kind of diversity: social, economic, and racial.
The I nternet and the World Wid e Web are great opport unities for me to be able
t 0 encourage appropriate contact wit h ot her students who are different than my
student s. Specifically, through t he use of blogging, in an educational structure, |
hope to connect my classroom wit h ot her classrooms across the country. Because
the process of creating and responding to art is primaril y associat ed wit h

experie nce; | would love for my students to be able to see how ot her students
perceive, react to, and create artwork. This is an excit ing and galvanizing concept

that | am committed to continue t o develop.



I n conclusion, | have learned that using t echnology as a way t o mot ivat e and
engage students is not only ef fective, but necessary in the 21% century classroom.
Whet her it is e-mailing or blogging wit h my student s, re maining curr ent wit h
technology must be a priorit y for teachers, in todayOsvorl d. | t is our
responsibility, as educat ors, to be leaders of our classrooms in the 21st century
and Qvould be wise to remember this: | f we donOtst op and listen to t he kids we
serve, value their opinions, and make major changes on t he basis of the valid
suggestions they of f er, we will be left in the 21st century wit h school buildings to
administ er-but wit h students who are physically or mentally somewhere elseO
(Prensky, 2006, pg. 13). Finally, | will end wit h a quote from Wil | Richard sonO$ ook,

tit led, Blogs, Wikis , Podcast s, and Ot her Powerf ul Web Tools for Classrooms. | t

sums up my philosophy and my encouragement for all teachers, Oy learning never

stops. | sincerely wish the same for youO(Richard son, 2006, pg. ix).



Appendix 1

Sample E- mails, Writ ten by the Teacher, Sent to Students

Tuesday, January 16, 2007 7:34:14 AM

Message

From: Melissa Noack

Subject: due tomorrow

To: FIA

Attachments: final assessment.cwk 25K
Final Paint ing Rubric.doc 34K

Hi All,

Just a friendly reminder that your color painting study should

be finished before tomorrow's class, Wednesday, Jan 17th. This

means your painting and your final portfolio should be completed

before class. Attached, are the docu ments you need for your
portfolio. We will have the oral critique for the color unit at

the beginning of class. Please make sure you come prepared.

In order for the oral critique to be valuable and for you to
"Exceed the Standard", all components of the p ainting and
portfolio must be completed before this class.

Another reminder, sketchbooks are due again, on Friday, Jan

19th. Remember, you will complete one more still - life drawing,
using the same criteria as last time: still - life drawing paying
particulu  ar attention to proportions, detail, value,

composition, and line variation. Try to use the feedback | gave

you last time to improve your next drawing. It should be obvious

that this drawing is better than the last.

If you need to come in early tomorrow m orning, Wednesday, to
complete your portfolio, please feel free to do so.

See you tomorrow,

M. Noack
Friday, January 19, 2007 10:31:17 AM
Message
From: Melissa Noack
Subject: new sb assignment due 1/23

To: FIA



Attachments: intro to perspective.cw k 25K

Hi All,

Just a reminder, 5a and 5b on the "intro to perspective"

worksheet needs to be completed in your sketchbook, due Tuesday,
January 23rd.

| will check and grade your 2nd proportion drawing, as well as
the 5a and 5b on that day.

For instruc tions on how to complete 5a and 5b, please refer to
the 1st and 2nd web sites listed on your handout.

In addition, please post the following 4 images on your blog and
in this order:

1. Final Drawing

2. Sketchbook, January 10th

3. Sketchbook, January 23rd

4. Painting: Changing a Dominant Color to Alter the Mood
**Please use the above titles for your posts***

Let me know if you have any questions,

M. Noack
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APPENDI X 2:

RESULTS OF STUDENT SURVEY BMELI SSA NOACK 2007

Survey Overview

Description
Melissa's Student Survey 2007

Instructions Provi ded To Resp ondents
Please indicate which choice best matches each statement.

Respondent Metri cs

Respondants: 15

First Respons: 3/29/200708:18 AM
Last Respons: 3/29/200708:27 AM
Survey Results

Thefollowingisagraphical depiction of therespongss to each survey question. Additiond
comments provided by respondents, if any, areinduded after each graph.
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\ Section 1 - Student Survey

1. Knowing that my art work, including sketchbook assignments, will be
published on the I nter net motivates me to produce high quality work.

Average Choice: 2.33

6.67% (1)

| Strongly Agree 40.00% (6)
0 Agree
Bl Disagree

53.33% (8)
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2. Knowing that my written responses to teacher promptswill be published on
the Inter net motivates meto produce high quality responses.

Average Choice: 2.13

13.33%(2)
Bl Strongly Agree 6.67% (1)
B Agree

Bl Disagree

| Strongly Disagree

20.00% (3)

60.00% (9)

3.Receiving frequent e-mails help me to complete sketchbook assignments on
time.

Average Choice: 1.53

6.67% (1)

Bl Strongly Agree
0 Agree
Bl Strongly Disagree

60.00% (9)
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4.1 am more likely to do higher quality in my sketchbook when | receive
frequent e-mails reminding me about what is due and when.

Average Choice: 2.20

6.67% (1)

20.00% (3)

Bl Strongly Agree
B Agee 26.67% (4)

Bl Disagree
| Strongly Disagree

46.67% (7)

5. Knowing that my parents can see my artwork, including sketchbook
assignments, on-line motivates me to produce high quality work.

Average Choice: 2.53

6.67% (1) 13.33%(2)

Bl Strongly Agree
B Agree
Bl Disagree

| Strongly Disagree 26.67%(4)

53.33% (9)
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6. Knowing that my parents can see my written responses on-line motivates
me to produce high quality responses.

Average Choice: 2.47

6.67% (1) 6.67% (1)

Bl Strongly Agree
0 Agree
Bl Disagree

| Strongly Disagree 40.00% (6)

46.67% (7)

7. Knowing that my friends can see my artwork on-line motivates meto
produce high quality work.

Average Choice: 2.73

6.67% (1)

B Stongy Agee 26.67% (4)

8 Agree
Bl Disagree

] Strongly Disagree 40.00% (6)

26.67% (4)
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8. Knowing that my friends can see my written responses on-line motivates me
to produce high quality responses.

Average Choice: 2.73

6.67% (1)

B Stongy Agee 26.67% (4)

8 Agree
Bl Disagree

] Strongly Disagree 40.00% (6)

26.67% (4)

9. Having an on-line journal (blog) isa meaningful way for me to see and
document my progress over time.

Average Choice: 2.00

6.67% (1)

Bl Strongly Agree 20.00% (3)
B Agree

Bl Disagree

| Strongly Disagree

33.33%(5)

40.00% (6)
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\ Section 2 - Motiv ate

10. Frequent e-mail reminder s motivates me to produce high quality
sketchbook assignments.

Average Choice: 2.07

B 4-Most
B 3
Il 2
[ ] 1-least

20.00% (3)

13.33%(2)

26.67% (4)

40.00% (6)
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11. Publishing sketchbook drawingson my blog so everyone can see, motivates
meto produce high quality sketchbook assignments.

Average Choice: 2.27

13.33%(2)

20.00% (3)

B 4-Most
B 3
Il 2
[ ] 1-least

20,009 (3)

46.67% (7)

12. Theteacher publishing my sketchbook assignments on her web site, so
that ever yone can see, motivates me to produce high quality sketchbook
assignments.

Average Choice: 2.13

20.00% (3)

3.33%(5)
Bl 4-Most

= 3
il 2

46.67% (7)
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\ Section 3 - Comm ent

13.1n a couple of complete sentences, in the space below, please share what
motivates you the most in doing high quality written response and high
quality sketchbook drawings

| am notvery motivated with theresponss, because | don'tsee a pointin them. | am motivated
to do high qudity sketchbookassignments because | like art and | like drawing. (0000000300
Anonynousg

| enjoy writing, so | like thewritten responss because they are an easy way to recievea good
grade Also, as| am writing my responss, | realize thingsaboutmy drawing/pantingtha | had
notrealized before. (000000029 Anonynoug

| think that the main motivation tha drives me to produce high qudity work is when other
students are able to seeit. It dways feels goodto be thedrawing on a webste tha everyonesays
isthebest oneor jud areally goodpiece of artwork, and you never impress anyoneif your blog
isfilled with incomplete sentences and nonengcal persond feedback onthedrawings
(000000030 ANONyNDUY

It motivates me to do high qudity work when people have to see my sketchbookdrawingsin
class. (000000085 Anonynousg

It's motivating tha the sketchbooksare graded. | don'tthink tha the blogis neccessary but at the
endit iscool to see al of my work. (0000000304Anonynoug

Knowing what | need to do to accomplish my work thebest i can. The suppot of Nowack with
her sending me e-mails reminding me because It sometimes dipd my mind. Putting all my effort
and making sure | putin enoughtime so it will bea succeeding drawing. (0000000301
Anonynousg

Motivation rests on the power and confidence in ones self, notin fear of looking bad onthe
interngt. (0000000308 nonynoug

seeing improvement from my previoussketches...l want to see how much better | can get! The
gradetoo, geting ahigh score onthe assignment is another factor - if they weren't graded | don't
think that | would try as hard. (000000030Anonynoug

Thefact tha other people, induding my paents, can view thework I've donethroughoutthe
year motivates me themod. | putmore effort into assgnments tha are going to be poded than |
dointo those tha aren't (0000000303Anonynouy
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Thethingstha motivate me mog when trying to compleat the sketch bookl find isthe
assmnment itself. If | find the assiment intersting and funit will movtivate meto dowell onit. If
| findisdull and boringit will have little effect in motavation (0000000296A nonymousg

Wha motivates me the mog is ssimply the satisfaction of seeing adrawing I've completed and
feeling proudof it. Knowingit will be pubiished ontheinternet isn't that strong of a motivator
for me, butit does hdp alittle. (0000000298 nornymous

Wha motivates me the mog to produce high qudity work, isthefact tha | get graded for it, and
thefact tha everyonewill beable to seeit. | want people to see thebest tha | can do. Itisaso
more satisfying to look a highe qudity work. (0000000305Anonynousg

Wha motivates me the mog, to produce high qudity sketchbooks isfromme andmeonly. It
doesn't readly matter to me wha other people think aboutmy artwork, aslongas | am happy with
it. Themotivationis self motivation. (000000030 nonynouy

Wha motivates me to do high qudity written resopnaes and high qudity sketchbookdrawingsis
patica thefact tha it is goingto beontheinternet for everyoneto see but my motivation also
comes from myself. I, myself want to produe high qudity sketchbookdrawingsto prove my
knowlage of drawing and to push myself to see howwell | can do.(000000029%R nonynoug

14. What could the teacher do differently to help you to produce high quality
sketchbook assignments?

Counineto look and find differant and intersting sketch book assingments. (0000000296
Anonynoug

| think that the methodsthat are being used right now are pefectly fit for making the students
produce high qudity work because they feel aneed to have thar art accepted by the public.
(000000030 ANONyNDUY

| think the sketchbookassignments are alittletoovague | think tha | could produce highe
qudity work if | were given stronge guiddines. When we gave feedback to another class's
work, theingructionsthey had were very specific. 1'd like to have a sketchbookassignment
where thetopic ismore clearly laid outfor us (0000000298Anonynoug

Maybelet the students draw whatever they want more often. Theteache doesn't dways have to
dothisbut, it would be cool if we could draw whaever more. (000000030 nonynoug

Not as much direction and let usbe more creative. We have limited choices on what to draw and
if therewere jug a set of guidlines tha we had to follow it would allow theartists to be much
more creative. At thebeginning of the year we were given alonge time to do these sketchbooks
and you said tha youwouldn't changeit, but you have changed it to where we get about a week
for mog sketchbookassignments. Also | wish we could do different types of assignments not
jug drawings | liked when we made collages and used color in our sketchbookit was much
more fun. Onething tha would hdp alot would be to show usan example of our assignment
because sometimes the explanaion is confusng and mideading. (0000000309Anonynouy
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Nothing. | dowell with remebering but it is goodtha she sendsoute-mails and if shedidn'tthats
probly what | would put down for improvment. (0000000301Anonynoug

pog more of the sketchbookassignments on theblog, rather than a select few. (0000000303
Anonynousg

Sticking to the homework plan of two drawingsevery two weeks, adding assignments in shorter
periodsjug takes away fromthe qudity of thework. (000000030 nonynoug

teach even more techniques/tips (0000000302 nonynoug

Thereis not much more theteacher can do; she has taughtusdifferent techniques to make high
qudity sketchbookassignments. However, it might be hdpful, if some of usdid not have time
before, to have a bit of time at the beginning of class to spray our drawingswith fixative.
Sometimes, my drawingswill smudgebefore | have to turn them in. (000000030%Anonynoug

To hdp produe high qudity sketchbook assignments, theteacher could give usonly one
assignment at atime with very intricate ingructions. Also, assignments should vary to show
different abilities. (000000029 Anonynoug

What theteacher could do differently to hdp me produc high qudity sketchbookdrawingsis
wha sheis aready doing, to send outan email about theweek before theassignmentisdueasa
headsup and then aso theday before or afew days before theassignment is due (0000000299
Anonynousg

Youdoagoodjob of telling uswhen the sketchbookassingments are due Also wha you expect
usto draw for them. Mabye we could spend more time on them. (0000000304 nonynousg

Y ou should show exemplars of previoudy completed drawingsto get an idea of how to better
our sketches. Reflection should not betaken so formally and as often. Length should notbea
requirement in reflections either. That isall. (000M00308Anonynoug
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